
Cross Curriculum Priorities 

 

Welcome to the March   edition of news from the Cross Curriculum Coach.   The WA Curriculum 

identifies three cross curriculum priorities: 

 Sustainability 

 Aboriginal Cultures and Histories  

 Australia’s Engagement with Asia 

 

These priorities are embedded across a wide range of learning areas, from Mathematics to English, 

Science, The Arts and Social Sciences, as well as Health and Physical Education.   

 

Sustainability  

Eco Footprint 

 

 

1. Biodiversity Action:  

River Rangers           

At the end of February an incursion about our Swan-Canning catchment area was conducted by 

Linley Brown, the River Rangers Coordinator from the Department of Parks and Wildlife.  The photos 

show before and after pollution contexts on an interactive catchment model.  Year 6 students added 

different types of pollution (such as litter, dog poo, oil, etc) to the catchment model, then observed 

and discussed the impact.  Actions that students could take to care for our catchment were also 

identifed. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Roots and Shoots Club 

This lunchtime club commenced on Tuesday 2 February.  Over 

thirty students have registered membership of the Club.   

 

The Club builds on Dr. Jane Goodall’s legacy and vision of placing 

the power and responsibility for creating community-based 

solutions to big challenges in the hands of the young people.  

 

Nine Roots and Shoots members, randomly selected from Years 2-

5, attended the Roots and Shoots Conference on Sunday 21st 



February.  The venue was the Perth Zoo. 

    

Our students were delighted by 

the unique enrichment activities 

arranged for the animals they 

visited – the elephant created a 

painting and the rhinoceros was 

given a special food mix to 

investigate. 

 

Our children experienced a wonderful day of learning and enthusiastically reported their adventures 

to the rest of the class the next day. 

 

The 25th anniversary of the global 

Roots and Shoots Club was 

celebrated recently.  Our children 

planted a eucalypt at the front of 

the school to mark the occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Garden Beds  

Ten conservation volunteers from the Rio Tinto Earth Assist program worked at our school all day on 

Tuesday 16 February.  The volunteers prepared garden beds for planting, weeded and spread 

woodchips over the orchard area.  They did a fabulous job and we are very grateful for this support.  

These volunteers were adults committed to caring for the environment. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mandala Garden after preparation Orchard after weeding and mulching 

 

Thank you Rio Tinto Earth Assist volunteers! 

 

Rooms 1 and 12 have already taken advantage of the work done by 

the volunteers and have planted seedlings.  Congratulations to these 

classes for enthusiastically taking action in their garden beds, getting 

down and dirty! 

 

Orchard 

 

Check out our Gala apple tree in the orchard … it is laden with fruit! 



Bush Walks 

 

Students in Rooms 4 and 5 have been studying bush medicines in their History program.  Guided 

walks around the school grounds and in the bushland were conducted, highlighting native species 

that provided traditional medicines for Noongar people.  The Marri tree, also known as the 

“medicine tree”, because so many medicinal uses were derived from this tree, such as, treatments 

for upset stomach, eczema, colds and infections. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red-eyed wattle near the front gate on Bradford Street – produced a sticky juice from the green 

seed pods, when mixed with water made sunscreen, insect repellent and a treatment for  eczema. 

  

Other plant species studied were:  

 Coastal pigface – juice from leaves to 

treat stings, scalds and burns. 

 Bloodroot – root to treat diarrhoea. 

 Grass tree – white pulp to treat upset 

stomach. 

 

 

 

Bobtail Alert! 

 

Over the last few months bobtails have been injured and killed by vehicles travelling along Glick 

Street.  The City of Stirling has been contacted  about this issue and the matter has been directed to 

Main Roads.  All Wildlife signage installed in and around the Perth Metro area is the property of 

Main Roads, as Local Governments are not permitted to install this signage.  The process of having 

signage installed involves the City writing to the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) who will 



make an assessment as to the merit of signage. Once the response is received, the City applies to 

Main Roads who make the final decision as to whether signage will be installed. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The City will discuss this matter with DPaW and apply to Main Roads to have signage installed. 

Please note that a decision to install signage can take many months, so in the mean time please be 

alert to bobtails crossing the road and take care to slow down and avoid them.  Thank you. 

 

 

2. WasteWise:  

 

Information about healthy, nude food lunches can found at: 

https://www.kitchengardenfoundation.org.au/content/pick-mix-1-6-lunchbox-

poster 

 

Please continue to support the various wastewise 

initiatives across the school.  Save up your recycling for 

when school returns next year!  We…  

 Recycle batteries  

 Recycle used toothbrushes and oral care 

packaging  

 Recycle mobile phones  

 Recycle plastic bread bag clips  

 Recycle old pairs of glasses 

All these bins are at the Kwobadarn (student kitchen). 

 

Thank you for contributing to our Wastewise initiatives. 

 

 

 

 

3. WaterWise: 

World Water Day will be held on Tuesday 22 March.  To learn about the importance of 

water a whole school incursion will be held.  Captain Waterwise, the Water Corporation’s 

Fresh Water Thinking superhero, will be visiting the school in inspire children to be Water 

Wise. 

 



Furthermore, Channel 9 will be filming our students on Thursday 24 March as part of their 

live news segment, again promoting the Water Wise message. 

 

 

 

4. EnergySmart: 

 

Our 73 solar panels continue to contribute to our EnergySmart 

goals.  Since 13th Sept 2012, 65,898kWh have been generated and 

we have saved 62,167.8 kg of CO2.  

Students are studying Earth and Space Sciences this term so our 

solar cooker will be in use again.   

         Solar cooker with solar panels in background … 

 

   5. TravelSmart: 

Coolbinia PS was awarded Platinum level in TravelSmart Awards last year…  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… and we will continue to inspire TravelSmart behaviours in 2016. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 students are involved in organising TravelSmart (TS) 
events.  The Term 1 TS team has prepared posters and 
announcements to promote our Ride to School day on Friday 
4th March.  Raffle tickets, stickers and other prizes will be 
distributed to children coming to school in a TravelSmart 
way. 
 
Please support our students TravelSmart day! 
 
 
 



 
Social Handprint 

1. Student Wellbeing:  

 

Students from our school are involved in various community 

activities which enhance their personal confidence.  One of these 

activities involves visiting RSL Care Menora to perform concerts and 

engage in literacy activities with the senior citizens.  An event at RSL 

Care, led by Year 6 students, is scheduled for the end of March. 

 

     

   

 

2. Aboriginal Cultures: 

 

Last year our students created a book called Heart 

of Coolbinia.  All classes across the school 

contributed to this book which showcased student 

work in the bushland and the Aboriginal focus of 

Artopia 2015.  Copies of the book are available for 

viewing and purchase in the office and from 

assembly stalls.    

 

This year students will be creating a book about 

local butterflies, which will also embed links to 

Noongar culture. 

 

 

 

3. Cultural & Social Diversity: 

 

Coolbinia Primary is inclusive, embracing cultural and social diversity.  In Term 1 we celebrate 

Harmony Day.  Harmony Day, 21 March, celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s about 

inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone.  It is a day for all Australians to 

embrace cultural diversity and to share what we have in common.  The central message for Harmony 

Day is that ‘everyone belongs’, reinforcing the importance of inclusiveness to all Australians.  The 

Year 6s will be organizing special activities for Harmony Day and a whole school incursion will be 

held.  The incursion will feature Chinese Dance and Arts. 

 

 

4. Community Partnerships: 

Coolbinia PS is a founding member of the United Nations Association of Australia (UNAA) WA Branch 

Global Citizenship Schools program.  This will provide enhanced opportunities for our students and 

staff to participate in activities that relate to civics and citizenship.  For example, on Tuesday 1st 

March a professional learning opportunity will be provided for Early Childhood staff from our school 

and beyond. 

 



 The WA Branch of UNAA is conducting an International Women’s Day (IWD) Breakfast on 

Wednesday 9th March.  Two Year 6 students will represent our school at this event.  To be selected 

to attend students were invited to prepare a submission outlining why they wanted to participate in 

IWD.  These students will subsequently share their experience with their peers.    

    

 

5. Economics & Built Environment: 

Boya Currency  
Boyas are our local currency created to acknowledge and 
reward environmentally and socially supportive actions.  
Boyas were spent at assembly garden produce stalls, the 
canteen and the Year 6 fete. 
 
South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare  
Through a community partnership with the South East Regional Centre for Urban Landcare, the 
school received a donation of 100 native seedlings for the new playground.  These seedlings were 
planted in the playground and surrounding native gardens.  The South East Regional Centre for 
Urban Landcare will also provide seedlings for our bushland planting program in 2016. 
 
 
 

Aboriginal Cultures and Histories  
  

Our school won two awards at the 2015 PALS Awards ceremony at the end of last year.  The PALS 

acronym stands for the qualities of Partnership, Acceptance, Learning and Sharing. This program 

encourages young people to take a leadership role in strengthening relationships in their local 

community between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.   We received ‘Overall Schools Award’ 

and ‘Community Participation’ Award.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of last month the school submitted a PALS grant application for 2016. This year we will be 

addressing the ‘Environment Award’ category, focusing on the conservation of local butterfly 

species. 

 

 



 Australia’s Engagement with Asia 

This year ‘Australia’s Engagement with Asia’ will be embraced across the 

school in a range of learning areas, especially Biological Science in 

relation to Asian butterflies. 

 

A stunning new Wild Ways banner, featuring butterflies, will be created 

in 2016.  The Wild Ways Conservation Art Project is a joint initiative 

between Perth Zoo and the Department of Education (for Asian Literacy).  

 

 

               2015 Wild Ways Banner:  

      Bringing Borneo Back 

 

Sincerely 

Dr Elaine Lewis 

Cross Curriculum Coach  

River Rangers Coordinator 

Roots and Shoots Coordinator 

[Part time role; located in the Kwobadarn on Tuesdays & Thursdays] 

 

1 March 2016   


