
CROSS CURRICULUM NEWS 

Sustainability  

United Nations Association of Australia:  Success Story 

Coolbinia Primary School was a Finalist in the 2013 World Environment Day Awards conducted by 

the United Nations Association of Australia.  Our entry was called: 

50 Tonne Plan: Whole Systems Thinking Action 

This is a significant achievement!  Congratulations are extended to all students, staff, parents, 

volunteers and community supporters.  Thank YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, as announced at a recent assembly, our ‘50 Tonne Plan’ goal has been achieved!  We 

have reduced our greenhouse gas emissions by 50 tonnes, through various actions including: 

• use of solar energy (at school and replacing 

kerosene lanterns with solar lanterns),  

• tree planting,  

• being wastewise, waterwise and 

travelsmart.   

Please let me know your thoughts on our new 

target!… another 50 Tonne Plan, or maybe 100 

Tonne Plan, or ?   

 

Leadership Program: Kids Teaching Kids Program 

Our Year 5/6 class is participating in the Kids Teaching Kids youth forum, the WA Regional ‘Climate, 

Coasts and Communities’ Conference, which is being held at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre 

on 29th and 30th August 2013.  The school was invited to participate because it is active in “so many 

wonderful environmental projects”.  Our students will be conducting a workshop for other students.  

An expert from Kids Teaching Kids will visit the class early in July to help develop the workshop.  This 



is an amazing opportunity to enhance our children’s presentation skills and participate in a youth 

conference.  Congratulations to all involved! 

 

1. Biodiversity Action:  

The vegetable gardens are thriving in the cooler weather.  

Students are starting to enjoy some of their produce. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Tom Hallam, Leonie Tanner & Alice for caring for our school pet rabbit during two 

weekends this term.  Your support is greatly appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A new path was installed to COSCA and students enjoyed making leaf prints in the wet cement.  This 

was a delightful example of the natural and built environments coming together. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. WasteWise:  

Thanks to the Year 3/4 Waste Warriors for their ongoing commitment to emptying the food scraps 

buckets into the compost bins and worm farms.  Some of these students presented skits at recent 

assemblies to promote Nude Food lunches, and the recycling of aluminium cans.  

Other Wastewise activities include the PP Cool School Adventurers collecting litter from the school 

yard using tongs.  They then participated in a lesson sorting the different kinds of litter and found 

most of the food wrapping could not be recycled.  They have therefore been promoting Nude Food 

lunches.   

3. WaterWise: 

The Year 5 Waterwise students have demonstrated steady commitment to watering the hanging 

baskets with rainwater from our tanks and keeping the frog habitat ponds topped up.  Many thanks 

to these students. 

4. EnergySmart: 

Last year the National Solar Schools Program provided $60,000 in funding to our school to install a 

solar power system.  Recently, additional resources were provided to assist us to obtain maximum 

educational benefits from our solar school project.   

Through this funding and support, we have received a range of benefits including:  

• Educating students about renewable energy through using real data from our solar power 

system; 

• Improving our energy efficiency; and 

• Reducing our electricity costs. 

Videos that showcase environmental activities being undertaken in solar schools across Australia are 

available online at: http://bit.ly/14y1aFF.  Some of the educational activities at Coolbinia have been 

reported in previous Sustainability news items. 

The Australian Government’s Living Greener website also provides some great tips for households to 

reduce their energy consumption. For further information go to: www.livinggreener.gov.au/energy. 

 



5. TravelSmart: 

Strideboard Progress 

The TravelSmart students have been very busy this term organising the Strideboard activity for 

TravelSmart Tuesdays.  The Strideboard keeps a tally of students who walk or ride their 

bikes/scooters to school on Tuesdays.  The class that has the most consistent TravelSmart students 

will participate in a raffle for a $400 bike voucher!  Classes in 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 places will raffle other 

prizes.    

 

 

• Stride Board Interschool TravelSmart Competition -27
th

 May – 5
th

 July 

• Walking School Bus routes every week  

• Fume Free Fridays every week 

Please support these initiatives for health and fitness, to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions, and minimize congestion around our 

school.  Thank you. 



Walking School Bus Achievements 

The school was advised by the Department of Transport about our Walking School Bus (WSB) 

achievements:  In 2012 the children walked approximately 2,079 kilometers.  This saved the 

equivalent of 693kg of Greenhouse Gas Emissions – enough to fill 693 family fridges!  Also, there 

were 33 less cars at school peak hour, thereby reducing congestion around the school at drop 

off/pick up times.  Sincere thanks to all the WSB children and volunteers for your TravelSmart 

actions. 

K-Year 3 Cycle Safe Incursion 

Ms Walsh organised an early childhood Cycle Safe incursion.  The children enjoyed these sessions 

while leaning about how to be safe on their bikes.  Many thanks to Ms Walsh for this opportunity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aboriginal Cultures and Histories  

All classes have been learning about Aboriginal culture.   We have been very fortunate to have 

access to some traditional Aboriginal artefacts.  

Sincere thanks to Prof Hallam for allowing us to 

view these unique items.  Some contemporary 

Noongar artefacts have also been showcased in 

different classrooms.  These items were 

purchased using the One World Centre’s Global 

Teaching Advocates grant.   

 

 

 



 

Have you seen students working on a huge 

mural?  Years 5-7 studied with Noongar 

Aboriginal artist, Peter Farmer, in creating a six 

seasons mural, while K-Year 1s are adding 

handprints to the mural board.  Students in the 

remaining classes will paint another mural on the 

outside of Room 12, also under the guidance of 

Peter Farmer.  Watch out for these stunning 

murals!   

 

It is NAIDOC Week soon and our students wish to celebrate this special time by selling ‘cultural 

respect’ wrist bands.  Please support the Year 5/6 students who are organising this activity.   

Australia’s Engagement with Asia 

Coolbinia’s is conducting several whole school projects that involve engagement with Asia and 

beyond: 

1. Oxfam’s Clean Water Saves Lives initiative in Asia; 

2. Perth Zoo’s Adopt an Orang-utan; and 

3. Provision of solar lanterns to replace polluting and dangerous kerosene lanternsthrough 

Solar Sister. 

All these projects … and more … are part of our commitment to the Kids Who Give WA program. 

Kids Who Give WA Program 

The Kids Who Give WA program aims to raise a generation of socially 

aware and caring Western Australians.  To recognise our participation in 

the Kids Who Give WA program, His Excellency Malcolm McCusker AC 

CVO QC, Governor of Western Australia, Mary McCusker  and Holly 

Ransom visited our school on Friday 31
st
 May and made presentations at 

our morning assembly.  You may access more information about the 

program by visiting the Kids Who Give WA website at: 

http://www.kidswhogivewa.com.au 

 

 

 

Thank you 

Elaine Lewis 

Cross Curriculum Coach 

24thJune 2013 


