Cross Curriculum Priorities
The Australian Curriculum identifies three cross curriculum priorities:

· Sustainability

· Aboriginal Cultures and Histories 

· Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Sustainability 
Eco Footprint
1. Biodiversity Action: 

There is some of action in our gardens even though we have been experiencing very hot weather.  New seedlings are sprouting and our established gardens are growing well.  Have you noticed the growth in the Mandala and Bush Tucker gardens?

Our River Rangers program is another significant part of biodiversity action.  So far, our Year 6/7 River Rangers have enjoyed:

· Catchment game with Linley brown, the Swan River Trust River Rangers Coordinator. 
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· Rottnest camp

· 100 Tonne Plan and climate change drama with Sam Nelson, Environmental Accountant

· Clean Up Day activities

· International Women’s Day breakfast focusing on the Millennium Development Goals

[image: image2.jpg]org@®

e at: wwider





Some of the sessions later this term include:

· Before-school orienteering

· World Water Day will feature a range of activities to highlight water issues across the planet

· Excursion to Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre
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2. WasteWise: 

Schools Clean Up Day was held on Friday 28th February:

· The most common categories of litter were: 
46% paper and cardboard

21% plastic bags and gladwrap

9% chip and lolly wrappers

7% fabric

+ smaller percentages of glass, plastic bottles, aluminium cans and foil

· Total 6.25kg waste collected

Sincere thanks to all the classes who participated in the clean-up of the school grounds and local bush land.  A great job well done!  Thank you.
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Nude Food Day for first term is ready for take off, are you onboard?

We are having Nude Food Day on Tuesday 25 March.

Nude Food Day encourages students, parents and staff to make informed decisions about their food choices and think about the effect of plastic packaging and lunch wrapping on the environment.

To join the nude food movement simply head to nudefoodday.com.au   All you have to do is leave out paper, plastic and aluminium wrap from your lunchbox.  Your food is nude – it has no wrapping on!  It's that easy.

The website is also home to some wonderful resources for the whole school community.  Together we can make everyday a Nude Food Day...for our health and the health of our planet!

Please remember our Nude Food Day on Tuesday 25 March.  There will be prizes for participating students!  Thank you!
Finally, please support our other Wastewise initiatives by using the following recycling bins at school:

· Battery Bin (outside Kwobadarn door)

· Mobile Phone (inside Kwobadarn door)

· Aluminium Can Bins (inside Kwobadarn door & undercover area)

· Food Scraps Bin (undercover area)
3. WaterWise:

Our WaterWise Schools program is continuing, with Yr 5 students being responsible for watering the hanging baskets on the school verandahs and keeping the three bird baths and two frog ponds filled with water.
4. EnergySmart:

Our EnergySmart program is ongoing.   Since Sept 13, 2012, our solar power system has generated over 25,000Wh and saved more than 20,000kg of CO2.
 5. TravelSmart:
In 2011 we achieved TravelSmart Bronze Level, followed by Silver Level in 2012, and then last year the Gold Level.  See the results of our ‘active travel’ program for 2013 by opening the following Department of Transport document:

· Coolbinia PS TravelSmart Summary 2013

This year we are going for the top TravelSmart award:  Platinum Level!

To kick start our 2014 TravelSmart program … going for Platinum! … we have three actions for the whole school to participate in:

· Next week, on Wednesday 19 March, it is National Ride to School Day.  Please support this Day by walking or riding your bike or scooter to school.  There will be lots of prizes, such as  special drink bottles and Nature Play passports … and stickers and raffle tickets for everyone.

· Fume Free Fridays started last year and we are going to continue them this year to reduce congestion around the school and help the environment.  Please walk or ride to school every Friday.  

· Use the Walking School Bus!  They are fun, healthy and good for the atmosphere!
So … please be TravelSmart and support these initiatives!  Thank you.

Social Handprint
1. Student Wellbeing:

Check out the new Tribes Agreements across the whole school – class, staff and community agreements.  These agreements facilitate a positive, caring, joyful learning environment.  

2. Aboriginal Cultures:

The Noongar Hands-on Kit for the One World Centre has been completed.  We received a grant of $4000 to develop this kit, which will be not only be used by our students but also be available for loan by all schools across the state.  
3. Cultural & Social Diversity:

Harmony Day is on 21 March and we will be celebrating with a dress-up day.  This annual celebration will be preceded by an incursion by an African drumming performer on Wednesday 19 March, 1.50-2.50pm.
4. Community Partnerships:

This year we are continuing to foster our strong community partnerships.  Key partners include:  Sir David Brand School, Maia Maia ERCS and Solar Sister - our 100 Tonne Plan partners; Mt Lawley SHS - for River Rangers, bushcare and student wellbeing; and RSL Care – for gardening and learning experiences such as interviews and performances.
Our partnership with the Australian Association for Environmental Education WA Chapter facilitated free entry for a Year 4/5 excursion to Kanyana Wildlife Centre.  This excursion will focus on plant and animal adaptations and the impact of bush fires.
5. Economics & Built Environment:

Boyas, our local currency created to reward environmentally friendly actions towards our 100 Tonne Plan, are in use again.  They can be spent at our next assembly garden produce stall, so bring your Boya vouchers next Friday 14th March and purchase a bargain. 

Aboriginal Cultures and Histories 
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Discussions are underway with Peter Farmer, the renowned Noongar artist, and Miranda Farmer, an expert in bush foods and medicines, to conduct a whole school totems project next term.  Every child will select a plant or animal totem and care for that species. Hopefully we will see Peter and Miranda working with our students again as illustrated in the photo below.
To fund the totems project Elaine will apply for another PALS grant.   The PALS acronym stands for the qualities of Partnership, Acceptance, Learning and Sharing. This program encourages young people to take a leadership role in strengthening relationships in their local community between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.   Last year our school was the Winner of the ‘Environment’ and ‘Overall Schools’ categories of the PALS Awards.  

Australia’s Engagement with Asia

Harmony Day celebrations are rapidly approaching.  A Harmony Day dress-up event will be held this month, with details to be released soon.  Also, there will be two incursions to celebrate cultural diversity, one a musical drumming extravaganza, and the other the story of the waves of migration to Australia, from the Dreamtime to modern day.  Watch this space for some joyful photos next newsletter …
Thank you

Elaine Lewis

Cross Curriculum Coach

(Part time role; located in the Kwobadarn on Tuesdays)

7 March 2014
